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PRELUDE 
WELCOME/ANNOUNCEMENTS  

 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, healer of our every ill, source of unending 

mercy. Amen. 
 

Embraced in enduring grace and good hope, let us turn again to God, confessing the 
truth about ourselves.  Merciful God, we come before you, beloved but broken. We 

have not always treated others as we would want them to treat us. We have 
not always called out injustice and abuse. We have not always been kind to 

ourselves. We have not always taken care of the world we share with other 
living creatures.  Remind us of who we are…beloved children bathed in your 

love. Renew us by your Spirit to live as your holy people, bringing healing to 
the brokenness around us. Amen. 

 

At every moment you are held in existence by the love of God, renewed by the Spirit 
within and among you, and made alive again in Christ. Receive this assurance in Jesus’ 

name: you are ☩ forgiven and freed to live for the healing of the world.  Amen. 

 
CALL TO WORSHIP 

 

Merciful God, You call us to follow; 

to turn away from our own interests…to take up our cross and follow You, 

even if the path is difficult to see, 

or heading in a direction we would not choose for ourselves. 

Help us to see with the eyes of faith, 

rather than from our human point of view. 

Teach us to follow without fear, 

knowing that You are always with us, leading the way. Amen. 

 

THE GATHERING SONG  The God of Abraham Praise (v. 1+3)   (pg. 9) 

 

THE INVOCATION 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. And also with you.  

 

KYRIE 

 

Lord have mercy.  Lord have mercy. 

Christ have mercy. Christ have mercy. 

Lord have mercy.  Lord have mercy. 
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HYMN OF PRAISE

 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray. O God, we thank you for your Son, who chose the path of suffering for the 

sake of the world. Humble us by his example, point us to the path of obedience, and 
give us strength to follow your commands, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  

Amen 

 

FIRST READING – Exodus 3:1-15   

1Moses was keeping the flock of his father-in-law Jethro, the priest of Midian; he led his 

flock beyond the wilderness, and came to Horeb, the mountain of God. 2There the 
angel of the Lord appeared to him in a flame of fire out of a bush; he looked, and the 

bush was blazing, yet it was not consumed. 3Then Moses said, “I must turn aside and 
look at this great sight, and see why the bush is not burned up.” 4When the Lord saw 

that he had turned aside to see, God called to him out of the bush, “Moses, Moses!” 
And he said, “Here I am.” 5Then he said, “Come no closer! Remove the sandals from 

your feet, for the place on which you are standing is holy ground.” 6He said further, “I 

am the God of your father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of 
Jacob.” And Moses hid his face, for he was afraid to look at God.   

  7Then the Lord said, “I have observed the misery of my people who are in Egypt; I 
have heard their cry on account of their taskmasters. Indeed, I know their 

sufferings, 8and I have come down to deliver them from the Egyptians, and to bring 
them up out of that land to a good and broad land, a land flowing with milk and honey, 

to the country of the Canaanites, the Hittites, the Amorites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, 
and the Jebusites. 9The cry of the Israelites has now come to me; I have also seen how 

the Egyptians oppress them. 10So come, I will send you to Pharaoh to bring my people, 
the Israelites, out of Egypt.”  
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11But Moses said to God, “Who am I that I should go to Pharaoh, and bring the 
Israelites out of Egypt?” 12He said, “I will be with you; and this shall be the sign for you 

that it is I who sent you: when you have brought the people out of Egypt, you shall 
worship God on this mountain.”  13But Moses said to God, “If I come to the Israelites 

and say to them, ‘The God of your ancestors has sent me to you,’ and they ask me, 
‘What is his name?’ what shall I say to them?” 14God said to Moses, “I am who I am.” 

He said further, “Thus you shall say to the Israelites, ‘I am has sent me to you.’ ” 15God 
also said to Moses, “Thus you shall say to the Israelites, ‘The Lord, the God of your 

ancestors, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, has sent me to 

you’:  This is my name forever,  and this my title for all generations.” 
 

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God! 

 

PSALM 105:1-6, 23-26 

1 O give thanks to the LORD, call on his name, make known his deeds among the 

peoples. 
2 Sing to him, sing praises to him; tell of all his wonderful works. 
3 Glory in his holy name; let the hearts of those who seek the LORD rejoice. 
4 Seek the LORD and his strength; seek his presence continually. 
5 Remember the wonderful works he has done, his miracles, and the judgments he has 
uttered, 
6 O offspring of his servant Abraham, children of Jacob, his chosen ones. 

23 Then Israel came to Egypt; Jacob lived as an alien in the land of Ham. 
24 And the Lord made his people very fruitful, and made them stronger than 

their foes, 
25 whose hearts he then turned to hate his people, to deal craftily with his servants. 
26 He sent his servant Moses, and Aaron whom he had chosen. 

 

SECOND READING – Romans 12:9-21 

9Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good; 10love one another 

with mutual affection; outdo one another in showing honor. 11Do not lag in zeal, be 
ardent in spirit, serve the Lord. 12Rejoice in hope, be patient in suffering, persevere in 

prayer. 13Contribute to the needs of the saints; extend hospitality to strangers. 14Bless 
those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them. 15Rejoice with those who 

rejoice, weep with those who weep. 16Live in harmony with one another; do not be 
haughty, but associate with the lowly; do not claim to be wiser than you are. 17Do not 

repay anyone evil for evil, but take thought for what is noble in the sight of all. 18If it is 

possible, so far as it depends on you, live peaceably with all. 19Beloved, never avenge 
yourselves, but leave room for the wrath of God; for it is written, “Vengeance is mine, I 

will repay, says the Lord.” 20No, “if your enemies are hungry, feed them; if they are 
thirsty, give them something to drink; for by doing this you will heap burning coals on 

their heads.” 21Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good. 
 

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God! 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION       

 
GOSPEL READING 

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew the 16th chapter.  Glory to you O Lord. 
 

Gospel: Matthew 16:21-28 

21From that time on, [after Peter confessed that Jesus was the Messiah,] Jesus began 

to show his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and undergo great suffering at the 
hands of the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and on the third day be 

raised. 22And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him, saying, “God forbid it, 
Lord! This must never happen to you.” 23But he turned and said to Peter, “Get behind 

me, Satan! You are a stumbling block to me; for you are setting your mind not on 
divine things but on human things.”    

 
24Then Jesus told his disciples, “If any want to become my followers, let them deny 

themselves and take up their cross and follow me. 25For those who want to save their 
life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake will find it. 26For what will it 

profit them if they gain the whole world but forfeit their life? Or what will they give in 

return for their life?   27“For the Son of Man is to come with his angels in the glory of 
his Father, and then he will repay everyone for what has been done. 28Truly I tell you, 

there are some standing here who will not taste death before they see the Son of Man 
coming in his kingdom.” 

 
The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ.   

 
MESSAGE 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY   I Surrender All     (pg. 10)  
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APOSTLES CREED (in unison) 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  

 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 

Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and 

was buried; he descended to the dead.  On the third day he rose again; he ascended 

into heaven, is seated at the right hand of the Father, and will come again to judge 

the living and the dead. 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.   

 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 

Joining our voices with God’s people around the world, let us offer our prayers for those 

in need.   God of faithfulness, you bid your people to follow Jesus. Set the mind of your 

church on divine things. Grant us trust in you, that we lose our lives for the sake of 

Christ and thereby discover joy in life through him. Lord, in your mercy, hear our 

prayer. 

God of wonder, the earth is yours and all that is in it. Heal your creation and give us 

eyes to see the world as you do. As the seasons change, pattern the rhythm of our 

lives in harmony with all creation. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

God of all nations, you call us to live peaceably with all. Give us ears to hear one 

another, even those we name as enemies. Fill all leaders with mercy and 

understanding, that they advocate and genuinely care for those who are poor and most 

vulnerable in their communities. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

God of salvation, you promise to deliver us. Give those who suffer a strong sense of 

your presence and love. Accompany those who are uncertain, raise the spirits of those 

who are despairing, and heal the sick (especially). Lord, in your mercy, hear our 

prayer. 

God of community, you call us to rejoice in hope, be patient in suffering, and persevere 

in prayer. Make our congregation a workshop of your love. When we quarrel, bring 

reconciliation. Help us overcome evil with good. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

God of all grace, you give us everlasting life. In love we recall your holy ones who now 

live in your undying light (especially). In our remembering, give us a foretaste of the 

feast to come. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

Merciful God, you hear the prayers of your people even before they are spoken. We lay 

them before you, trusting in your abundant mercy; through Jesus Christ, our Savior 

and Lord.  Amen. 

PLEASE PRAY FOR: Eddie, Carol and Craig, Denis, Megan and Ron, Gertrude, George, Mike, Jennifer, Sue, Tina, 

Alex, Andrea, Ginger, Karen, Janet, Jacquie, Donna, Rachel, Jenn, Andrea, Ginger, Beverley, Mike, Deb, Cheryl, 

Richard, Lillian, Ben, Vincent, Bruce, Len, Mike 
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THE PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you all.    And also with you.  (Honk your horns)  

 
SPECIAL MUSIC:   “Let’s Just Praise the Lord”  William Gaither 

 

OFFERTORY SONG 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OFFERING PRAYER 

God our provider, we bring nothing into this world and we can take nothing out of it. 

Accept the gifts you have first given us, which we bring to your table, and with them 
the offering of our lives. Nourish us now with the life that really is life, revealed to us in 

Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 

SACRAMENT OF COMMUNION 
The Lord be with you.      And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts.      We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.   It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

Holy God, you alone are holy, you alone are God. The universe declares your praise: 

beyond the stars; beneath the sea; within each cell; with every breath.   
We praise you, O God. 

 
Generations bless your faithfulness: through the water; by night and day; across the 

wilderness; out of exile; into the future. 
We bless you, O God. 
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We give you thanks for your dear Son: at the heart of human life; near to those who 
suffer; beside the sinner; among the poor; with us now. 

We thank you, O God. 
 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my 

body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup and blessed it, and gave it for all to drink, 
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people 

for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Remembering his love for us on the way, at the table, and to the end, we proclaim the 
mystery of faith:  Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 

 

We pray for the gift of your Spirit: in our gathering; within this meal; among your 
people; throughout the world. Blessing, praise, and thanks to you, holy God, through 

Christ Jesus, by your Spirit, in your church, without end.   Amen. 

 

Lord’s Prayer:     Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead 

us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 

power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

LAMB OF GOD 
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Invitation to Communion 

Jesus welcomes sinners and eats with them. Come, take your place at the feast.  

 

Hold your cups by the rim, life up the thin film covering the wafer.   “This is the body of 

Christ…. Given for you”    

 

Still holding the cup by the rim, carefully peel back the second covering until you can drink the 

juice.    “This is the blood of Christ… Shed for you” 

 

Communion Blessing  

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and fill you with His peace.  

Amen. 

 

Prayer After Communion 

God of blessing, at this table we have seen you face to face, and in the gift of Christ’s 

body and blood, our hearts have been refreshed. Send us now to shine with your 

goodness and bear witness to the one we have received: Jesus Christ, our Savior and 

Lord. Amen.  

Blessing 

Nurturing God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you and lead you into the way of 

truth and life.  Amen. 

 

Sending Song   Bind Us Together       (p. 11) 

 

Dismissal 

Go in peace. Live in love as Christ loved us.  Thanks be to God. 
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(Verses 1 & 3)  
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