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PRELUDE 
WELCOME/ANNOUNCEMENTS  

 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, healer of our every ill, source of unending 

mercy. Amen. 
 

Embraced in enduring grace and good hope, let us turn again to God, confessing the 
truth about ourselves.  Merciful God, we come before you, beloved but broken. 

We have not always treated others as we would want them to treat us. We 
have not always called out injustice and abuse. We have not always been 

kind to ourselves. We have not always taken care of the world we share with 
other living creatures.  Remind us of who we are…beloved children bathed in 

your love. Renew us by your Spirit to live as your holy people, bringing 
healing to the brokenness around us. Amen. 

 

At every moment you are held in existence by the love of God, renewed by the Spirit 
within and among you, and made alive again in Christ. Receive this assurance in 

Jesus’ name: you are ☩ forgiven and freed to live for the healing of the world.  Amen. 

 
CALL TO WORSHIP 

 

We gather together to worship God 

who comes to us when we least expect it, 

who calls us out of the safety of our boats 

and invites us to join Him in the adventure of faith. 

Let us worship God together! 

 

THE GATHERING SONG  “Dearest Jesus at Your Word”  (v.1-3)  (pg. 9) 

 

THE INVOCATION 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. And also with you.  

 

KYRIE 

 

Lord have mercy.  Lord have mercy. 

Christ have mercy. Christ have mercy. 

Lord have mercy.  Lord have mercy. 
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HYMN OF PRAISE

 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray.  O God our defender, storms rage around and within us and cause us to 
be afraid. Rescue your people from despair, deliver your sons and daughters from 

fear, and preserve us in the faith of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen 

 

FIRST READING – Genesis 37:1-4, 12-28   

1Jacob settled in the land where his father had lived as an alien, the land of 

Canaan. 2This is the story of the family of Jacob. Joseph, being seventeen years old, 
was shepherding the flock with his brothers; he was a helper to the sons of Bilhah and 

Zilpah, his father’s wives; and Joseph brought a bad report of them to their 

father. 3Now Israel loved Joseph more than any other of his children, because he was 
the son of his old age; and he had made him a long robe with sleeves. 4But when his 

brothers saw that their father loved him more than all his brothers, they hated him, 
and could not speak peaceably to him. 

  12Now his brothers went to pasture their father’s flock near Shechem. 13And Israel 
said to Joseph, “Are not your brothers pasturing the flock at Shechem? Come, I will 

send you to them.” He answered, “Here I am.” 14So he said to him, “Go now, see if it 
is well with your brothers and with the flock; and bring word back to me.” So he sent 

him from the valley of Hebron.  He came to Shechem, 15and a man found him 
wandering in the fields; the man asked him, “What are you seeking?” 16“I am seeking 

my brothers,” he said; “tell me, please, where they are pasturing the flock.” 17The 

man said, “They have gone away, for I heard them say, ‘Let us go to Dothan.’  
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” So Joseph went after his brothers, and found them at Dothan. 18They saw him from 
a distance, and before he came near to them, they conspired to kill him.  
19They said to one another, “Here comes this dreamer. 20Come now, let us kill him 
and throw him into one of the pits; then we shall say that a wild animal has devoured 

him, and we shall see what will become of his dreams.” 21But when Reuben heard it, 
he delivered him out of their hands, saying, “Let us not take his life.” 22Reuben said to 

them, “Shed no blood; throw him into this pit here in the wilderness, but lay no hand 
on him”—that he might rescue him out of their hand and restore him to his 

father. 23So when Joseph came to his brothers, they stripped him of his robe, the long 
robe with sleeves that he wore; 24and they took him and threw him into a pit. The pit 

was empty; there was no water in it. 
  25Then they sat down to eat; and looking up they saw a caravan of Ishmaelites 

coming from Gilead, with their camels carrying gum, balm, and resin, on their way to 
carry it down to Egypt. 26Then Judah said to his brothers, “What profit is it if we kill 

our brother and conceal his blood? 27Come, let us sell him to the Ishmaelites, and not 

lay our hands on him, for he is our brother, our own flesh.” And his brothers 
agreed. 28When some Midianite traders passed by, they drew Joseph up, lifting him 

out of the pit, and sold him to the Ishmaelites for twenty pieces of silver. And they 
took Joseph to Egypt. 

 
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God! 

 

PSALM 105:1-6, 16-22, 45b 

1 Hear a just cause, O LORD; attend to my cry; give ear to my prayer from lips free of 
deceit. 
2 From you let my vindication come; let your eyes see the right. 
3 If you try my heart, if you visit me by night, if you test me, you will find no 

wickedness in me; my mouth does not transgress. 
4 As for what others do, by the word of your lips I have avoided the ways of 

the violent. 
5 My steps have held fast to your paths; my feet have not slipped. 
6 I call upon you, for you will answer me, O God; incline your ear to me, hear 

my words. 
7 Wondrously show your steadfast love, O savior of those who seek refuge from their 

adversaries at your right hand. 

15 As for me, I shall behold your face in righteousness; when I awake I shall 

be satisfied, beholding your likeness. 

 

SECOND READING – Romans 10:5-15 

5Moses writes concerning the righteousness that comes from the law, that “the person 
who does these things will live by them.” 6But the righteousness that comes from faith 

says, “Do not say in your heart, ‘Who will ascend into heaven?’ ” (that is, to bring 

Christ down) 7“or ‘Who will descend into the abyss?’ ” (that is, to bring Christ up from 
the dead).  
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8But what does it say?  “The word is near you, on your lips and in your heart” (that is, 
the word of faith that we proclaim); 9because if you confess with your lips that Jesus 

is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be 
saved. 10For one believes with the heart and so is justified, and one confesses with the 

mouth and so is saved. 11The scripture says, “No one who believes in him will be put 
to shame.” 12For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek; the same Lord is Lord 

of all and is generous to all who call on him. 13For, “Everyone who calls on the name 
of the Lord shall be saved.” 14But how are they to call on one in whom they have not 

believed? And how are they to believe in one of whom they have never heard? And 
how are they to hear without someone to proclaim him? 15And how are they to 

proclaim him unless they are sent? As it is written, “How beautiful are the feet of 
those who bring good news!” 

 
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God! 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION       

 

GOSPEL READING 
The Holy Gospel according to Matthew the 14th chapter.  Glory to you O Lord. 

 

Gospel: Matthew 14:22-33 

22[Jesus] made the disciples get into the boat and go on ahead to the other side [of 
the Sea of Galilee], while he dismissed the crowds.23And after he had dismissed the 

crowds, he went up the mountain by himself to pray. When evening came, he was 
there alone, 24but by this time the boat, battered by the waves, was far from the land, 

for the wind was against them. 25And early in the morning he came walking toward 
them on the sea. 26But when the disciples saw him walking on the sea, they were 

terrified, saying, “It is a ghost!” And they cried out in fear. 27But immediately Jesus 
spoke to them and said, “Take heart, it is I; do not be afraid.” 
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28Peter answered him, “Lord, if it is you, command me to come to you on the 
water.” 29He said, “Come.” So Peter got out of the boat, started walking on the water, 

and came toward Jesus. 30But when he noticed the strong wind, he became 
frightened, and beginning to sink, he cried out, “Lord, save me!” 31Jesus immediately 

reached out his hand and caught him, saying to him, “You of little faith, why did you 
doubt?” 32When they got into the boat, the wind ceased. 33And those in the boat 

worshiped him, saying, “Truly you are the Son of God.” 
 

The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ.   
 

MESSAGE 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY  “Eternal Father Strong to Save” (v. 1,2,4)  (pg. 10)  

 

APOSTLES CREED (in unison) 

 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  

 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 

Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, 

and was buried; he descended to the dead.  On the third day he rose again; he 

ascended into heaven, is seated at the right hand of the Father, and will come again 

to judge the living and the dead. 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.   

 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 

Joining our voices with God’s people around the world, let us offer our prayers for 

those in need.   For your whole church throughout the world. Give courage in the 

midst of storms, so that we see and hear Jesus calling: “Take heart, it is I: do not be 

afraid.” May we follow Christ wherever he leads. Lord, in your mercy, hear our 

prayer. 

For the well-being of your creation. Protect waterways, forests, lands, and wildlife 

from exploitation and abuse. Help the human family endeavor to sustain and be 

sustained by the resources of your hand. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

For the nations and their leaders. In you, steadfast love and faithfulness meet, and 

righteousness and peace kiss. May nations in conflict know the peace that is the fruit 

of justice, and the justice that is the path to peace. Lord, in your mercy, hear our 

prayer. 
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For those in need. Everyone who calls upon your name will be saved. Accompany all 

who are lonely, hear the voices of those who cry out in anguish, and support those 

who are frustrated in their search for an affordable place to live. We pray for those 

suffering this day. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

For our congregation. You have gathered us here today as your people and we thank 

you for this gift. We pray for those who are new to this community, for students and 

teachers preparing for a new school year, and for those struggling with unexpected 

hardship. Supply us generously with your grace for our life together. Lord, in your 

mercy, hear our prayer. 

We give you thanks, O God, for the saints of the whole church from all times and 

places, and for the saints in our lives and in our community whom you have gathered 

to yourself. Lord, in your mercy,  hear our prayer.  

Merciful God, you hear the prayers of your people even before they are spoken. We 

lay them before you, trusting in your abundant mercy; through Jesus Christ, our 

Savior and Lord.  Amen. 

THE PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you all.    And also with you.  (Honk your horns)  

 
PLEASE PRAY FOR: Eddie, Carol and Craig, Denis, Megan and Ron, Gertrude, George, Mike, Jennifer, 

Sue, Tina, Alex, Andrea, Ginger, Karen, Janet, Jacquie, Donna, Rachel, Jenn, Andrea, Ginger, Beverley, 

Mike, Deb, Carol, Cheryl, Richard, Lillian, Trish, Danny. 

OFFERTORY SONG 
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OFFERING PRAYER 

God our provider, we bring nothing into this world and we can take nothing out of it. 
Accept the gifts you have first given us, which we bring to your table, and with them 

the offering of our lives. Nourish us now with the life that really is life, revealed to us 
in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 
SACRAMENT OF COMMUNION 

 
The Lord be with you.      And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts.      We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.   It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

Holy God, you alone are holy, you alone are God. The universe declares your praise: 

beyond the stars; beneath the sea; within each cell; with every breath.   
We praise you, O God. 

 
Generations bless your faithfulness: through the water; by night and day; across the 

wilderness; out of exile; into the future. 

We bless you, O God. 
 

We give you thanks for your dear Son: at the heart of human life; near to those who 
suffer; beside the sinner; among the poor; with us now. 

We thank you, O God. 
 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my 

body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup and blessed it, and gave it for all to drink, 
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all 

people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Remembering his love for us on the way, at the table, and to the end, we proclaim the 

mystery of faith:  Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
 

We pray for the gift of your Spirit: in our gathering; within this meal; among your 
people; throughout the world. Blessing, praise, and thanks to you, holy God, through 

Christ Jesus, by your Spirit, in your church, without end.   Amen. 

 

Lord’s Prayer:     Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, 

your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us 

our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and 

deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and 

forever. Amen. 

 



8 
 

LAMB OF GOD 

 

 

 

 

 

Invitation to Communion 

Jesus welcomes sinners and eats with them. Come, take your place at the feast.  

 

Hold your cups by the rim, life up the thin film covering the wafer.  “This is the body of 

Christ…. Given for you”    

Still holding the cup by the rim, carefully peel back the second covering until you can drink 

the juice.    “This is the blood of Christ… Shed for you” 

 

Communion Blessing  

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and fill you with His 

peace.  Amen. 

 

Prayer After Communion 

God of blessing, at this table we have seen you face to face, and in the gift of Christ’s 

body and blood, our hearts have been refreshed. Send us now to shine with your 

goodness and bear witness to the one we have received: Jesus Christ, our Savior and 

Lord. Amen.  

Blessing 

Nurturing God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you and lead you into the way of 

truth and life.  Amen. 

 

 

Sending Song   “Precious Lord, Take My Hand”     (p. 11) 

 

Dismissal 

Go in peace. Live in love as Christ loved us.  Thanks be to God. 
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           (Verses 1-3) 
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            (vs. 1,2,4) 
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