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PRELUDE 
WELCOME/ANNOUNCEMENTS  

 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, healer of our every ill, source of unending 

mercy. Amen. 
 

Embraced in enduring grace and good hope, let us turn again to God, confessing the 
truth about ourselves.  Merciful God, we come before you, beloved but broken. We 

have not always treated others as we would want them to treat us. We have 
not always called out injustice and abuse. We have not always been kind to 

ourselves. We have not always taken care of the world we share with other 
living creatures.  Remind us of who we are…beloved children bathed in your 

love. Renew us by your Spirit to live as your holy people, bringing healing to 
the brokenness around us. Amen. 

 

At every moment you are held in existence by the love of God, renewed by the Spirit 
within and among you, and made alive again in Christ. Receive this assurance in Jesus’ 

name: you are ☩ forgiven and freed to live for the healing of the world.  Amen. 

 
CALL TO WORSHIP 

 

We are tapestries richly woven with the threads of your artistry and workmanship Lord. 

As clay in the potter's hand, as sculpture beneath an artist's chisel, you are in 

us. 

We are grateful for this "grace-ful" process through which your Spirit shapes and 

defines our yielding souls. 

We celebrate the riches of your grace by seeking to embody a community of 

believers deeply rooted in the Truth.  May we bear fruit conceived through 

your Holy Spirit. 

 

THE GATHERING SONG       Open Your Ears O Faithful People   (pg. 9) 

 

THE INVOCATION 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. And also with you.  

 

KYRIE 

 

Lord have mercy.  Lord have mercy. 

Christ have mercy. Christ have mercy. 

Lord have mercy.  Lord have mercy. 
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HYMN OF PRAISE

 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray. O Lord God, enliven and preserve your church with your steadfast mercy. 

Without your help, we mortals will fail; remove far from us everything that is harmful, 
and lead us toward all that gives life and salvation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior 

and Lord. Amen 

 

FIRST READING – Exodus 12:1-14   

1The LORD said to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt: 2This month shall mark for you 

the beginning of months; it shall be the first month of the year for you. 3Tell the whole 
congregation of Israel that on the tenth of this month they are to take a lamb for each 

family, a lamb for each household. 4If a household is too small for a whole lamb, it shall 
join its closest neighbor in obtaining one; the lamb shall be divided in proportion to the 

number of people who eat of it. 5Your lamb shall be without blemish, a year-old male; 
you may take it from the sheep or from the goats. 6You shall keep it until the 

fourteenth day of this month; then the whole assembled congregation of Israel shall 

slaughter it at twilight. 7They shall take some of the blood and put it on the two 
doorposts and the lintel of the houses in which they eat it. 8They shall eat the lamb 

that same night; they shall eat it roasted over the fire with unleavened bread and bitter 
herbs. 9Do not eat any of it raw or boiled in water, but roasted over the fire, with its 

head, legs, and inner organs. 10You shall let none of it remain until the morning; 
anything that remains until the morning you shall burn. 11This is how you shall eat it: 

your loins girded, your sandals on your feet, and your staff in your hand; and you shall 
eat it hurriedly. It is the passover of the LORD.  
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12For I will pass through the land of Egypt that night, and I will strike down every 
firstborn in the land of Egypt, both human beings and animals; on all the gods of Egypt 

I will execute judgments: I am the LORD. 13The blood shall be a sign for you on the 
houses where you live: when I see the blood, I will pass over you, and no plague shall 

destroy you when I strike the land of Egypt. 14This day shall be a day of remembrance 
for you. You shall celebrate it as a festival to the LORD; throughout your generations 

you shall observe it as a perpetual ordinance. 
 

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God! 

 

PSALM 149 

1 Praise the LORD! Sing to the LORD a new song, his praise in the assembly of the 

faithful. 
2 Let Israel be glad in its Maker; let the children of Zion rejoice in their King. 
3 Let them praise his name with dancing, making melody to him with tambourine and       

lyre. 
4 For the LORD takes pleasure in his people; he adorns the humble with victory. 
5 Let the faithful exult in glory; let them sing for joy on their couches. 
6 Let the high praises of God be in their throats and two-edged swords in their 

hands, 
7 to execute vengeance on the nations and punishment on the peoples, 
8 to bind their kings with fetters and their nobles with chains of iron, 
9 to execute on them the judgment decreed. This is glory for all his faithful ones. 

  Praise the LORD! 
 

SECOND READING – Romans 13:8-14 

8Owe no one anything, except to love one another; for the one who loves another has 

fulfilled the law. 9The commandments, “You shall not commit adultery; You shall not 

murder; You shall not steal; You shall not covet”; and any other commandment, are 
summed up in this word, “Love your neighbor as yourself.” 10Love does no wrong to a 

neighbor; therefore, love is the fulfilling of the law. 
 

  11Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is now the moment for you to wake 
from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became believers; 12the 

night is far gone, the day is near. Let us then lay aside the works of darkness and put 
on the armor of light; 13let us live honorably as in the day, not in reveling and 

drunkenness, not in debauchery and licentiousness, not in quarreling and 
jealousy. 14Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, 

to gratify its desires. 
 

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God! 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION       

 
GOSPEL READING 

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew the 18th chapter.  Glory to you O Lord. 
 

Gospel: Matthew 18:15-20 

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 15“If another member of the church sins against you, go 
and point out the fault when the two of you are alone. If the member listens to you, 

you have regained that one. 16But if you are not listened to, take one or two others 
along with you, so that every word may be confirmed by the evidence of two or three 

witnesses. 17If the member refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church; and if the 

offender refuses to listen even to the church, let such a one be to you as a Gentile and 
a tax collector. 18Truly I tell you, whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, 

and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven. 19Again, truly I tell you, if 
two of you agree on earth about anything you ask, it will be done for you by my Father 

in heaven. 20For where two or three are gathered in my name, I am there among 
them.” 

 
The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ.   

 
MESSAGE 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY  Where Charity & Love Prevail             (pg. 10)  
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APOSTLES CREED (in unison) 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  

 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 

Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and 

was buried; he descended to the dead.  On the third day he rose again; he ascended 

into heaven, is seated at the right hand of the Father, and will come again to judge 

the living and the dead. 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.   

 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 

Drawn together in the compassion of God, we pray for the church, the world, and all 

those in need.  Unite your church, O God. Grant us the gifts of repentance and 

reconciliation. Bless the cooperative work of churches in this community, especially our 

TOMEC partners in ministry. Strengthen ecumenical partnerships; guide the work of the 

Lutheran World Federation and the World Council of Churches. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Protect your creation, O God. Teach us ways that do not harm what you have entrusted 

to our care. Renew and enliven places suffering from drought, flood, storms, or 

pollution, especially Lake Charles Louisiana. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

Turn nations and leaders from ways that lead to death. Shape new paths toward peace 

and cooperation, teaching us to recognize one another as neighbors. Guide legislators, 

civil servants, judges, and police toward laws that protect the well-being of all. Lord, in 

your mercy, hear our prayer. 

Tend to all in need of your compassion. Hear the cries of those awaiting justice and 

those yearning for forgiveness. Give community to the lonely and neighbors to the 

outcast. Shelter all who are vulnerable in body, mind, or spirit. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Sustain us in our work, O God, and give work to those who need it. Shape societies to 

ensure fair treatment for all who labor. Help us to love our neighbors in and through 

our work. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

We remember with thanksgiving those who have died in faith. As you equipped them, 

equip us with your protection and power, until with them we see your salvation. Lord, 

in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

All these things and whatever else you see that we need, we entrust to your mercy; 

through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

PLEASE PRAY FOR: Eddie, Carol and Craig, Denis, Megan and Ron, Gertrude, George, Mike, Jennifer, Sue, Tina, 

Alex, Andrea, Ginger, Karen, Janet, Jacquie, Donna, Rachel, Jenn, Andrea, Ginger, Beverley, Mike, Deb, Cheryl, 

Richard, Lillian, Ben, Vincent, Bruce, Len, Mike.  
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THE PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you all.    And also with you.  (Honk your horns)  

 

OFFERTORY SONG 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OFFERING PRAYER 

God our provider, we bring nothing into this world and we can take nothing out of it. 

Accept the gifts you have first given us, which we bring to your table, and with them 
the offering of our lives. Nourish us now with the life that really is life, revealed to us in 

Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 

SACRAMENT OF COMMUNION 
The Lord be with you.      And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts.      We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.   It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

Holy God, you alone are holy, you alone are God. The universe declares your praise: 

beyond the stars; beneath the sea; within each cell; with every breath.   
We praise you, O God. 

 
Generations bless your faithfulness: through the water; by night and day; across the 

wilderness; out of exile; into the future. 
We bless you, O God. 

 

We give you thanks for your dear Son: at the heart of human life; near to those who 
suffer; beside the sinner; among the poor; with us now. 

We thank you, O God. 
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In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my 

body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup and blessed it, and gave it for all to drink, 
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people 

for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Remembering his love for us on the way, at the table, and to the end, we proclaim the 
mystery of faith:  Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 

 
We pray for the gift of your Spirit: in our gathering; within this meal; among your 

people; throughout the world. Blessing, praise, and thanks to you, holy God, through 
Christ Jesus, by your Spirit, in your church, without end.   Amen. 

 

Lord’s Prayer:     Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead 

us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 

power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

LAMB OF GOD 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Invitation to Communion 

Jesus welcomes sinners and eats with them. Come, take your place at the feast.  
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Hold your cups by the rim, life up the thin film covering the wafer.   “This is the body of 

Christ…. Given for you”    

 

Still holding the cup by the rim, carefully peel back the second covering until you can drink the 

juice.    “This is the blood of Christ… Shed for you” 

 

Communion Blessing  

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and fill you with His peace.  

Amen. 

 

Prayer After Communion 

God of blessing, at this table we have seen you face to face, and in the gift of Christ’s 

body and blood, our hearts have been refreshed. Send us now to shine with your 

goodness and bear witness to the one we have received: Jesus Christ, our Savior and 

Lord. Amen.  

Blessing 

Let your lives witness to Christ's love. Let your words bring reconciliation.  

Let your thoughts be of peace. Let your touch bring healing. 
Be a sign of hope and a beacon of joy. Go in peace…and may the blessings of God, 

Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, go with you.  Amen. 

 

Sending Song   God Down Moses (v. 1-3, 6)    (p. 11) 

 

Dismissal 

Go in peace. Live in love as Christ loved us.  Thanks be to God. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Stewardship Snippet:  

Love does no wrong to a neighbor; therefore, love is the fulfilling of the law. (Romans 13:10) 

 

Striving to keep the twin commandments to love God with all our being and love our neighbors 

as ourselves, we naturally care for the common good. We learn that what affects one really 

affects us all. 
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(Verses 1-3, 6) 
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