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PRELUDE 
WELCOME/ANNOUNCEMENTS  

 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, (+) one God, full of compassion and mercy, 
abounding in steadfast love.  Amen. 

 
Trusting God’s promise of forgiveness, let us confess our sin against God and one 

another.  Eternal God our creator, in you we live and move and have our being. 
Look upon us, your children, the work of your hands. Forgive us all our 

offenses, and cleanse us from proud thoughts and empty desires. By your 
grace draw us near to you, our refuge and our strength; through Jesus Christ 

our Lord.  Amen. 
 

Since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ. 

God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit given to us. In the 
mercy of almighty God, Christ died for us while we still were sinners; 

and for his sake, God (+) forgives all our sins.  Amen. 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP 

The word of God comes into our lives in many ways. 

God’s word comes to us, calling us to action and new life. 

God’s word calls us now, here in our worship. 
God’s calling word invites us to service and ministry, 

God’s word inspires us for praise and thanksgiving. 
We worship the living God and offer our praises to the eternal One. 

 

THE GATHERING SONG – “Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty”  (pg. 9) 

 

THE INVOCATION 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. And also with you.  

 

KYRIE 
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Glory to God in the highest!   And peace to God’s people on earth! 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Almighty God, we thank you for planting in us the seed of your word. By your Holy 
Spirit help us to receive it with joy, live according to it, and grow in faith and hope 

and love, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.   Amen 
 

FIRST READING – Genesis 25:19-34 

19These are the descendants of Isaac, Abraham’s son: Abraham was the father of 

Isaac, 20and Isaac was forty years old when he married Rebekah, daughter of Bethuel 
the Aramean of Paddan-aram, sister of Laban the Aramean. 21Isaac prayed to 

the Lord for his wife, because she was barren; and the Lord granted his prayer, and 
his wife Rebekah conceived. 22The children struggled together within her; and she 

said, “If it is to be this way, why do I live?” So she went to inquire of the Lord. 23And 
the Lord said to her: “Two nations are in your womb, and two peoples born of you 

shall be divided; the one shall be stronger than the other, the elder shall serve the 
younger.” 

 
24When her time to give birth was at hand, there were twins in her womb. 25The first 

came out red, all his body like a hairy mantle; so they named him Esau. 26Afterward 
his brother came out, with his hand gripping Esau’s heel; so he was named Jacob. 

Isaac was sixty years old when she bore them.  27When the boys grew up, Esau was a 

skillful hunter, a man of the field, while Jacob was a quiet man, living in tents. 28Isaac 
loved Esau, because he was fond of game; but Rebekah loved Jacob. 

 
 29Once when Jacob was cooking a stew, Esau came in from the field, and he was 

famished. 30Esau said to Jacob, “Let me eat some of that red stuff, for I am 
famished!” (Therefore he was called Edom.) 31Jacob said, “First sell me your 

birthright.” 32Esau said, “I am about to die; of what use is a birthright to me?” 33Jacob 
said, “Swear to me first.” So he swore to him, and sold his birthright to Jacob. 34Then 

Jacob gave Esau bread and lentil stew, and he ate and drank, and rose and went his 
way. Thus Esau despised his birthright. 

 
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God! 

 

 PSALM 119:105-112 

105Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path. 
106 I have sworn an oath and confirmed it, to observe your righteous 
ordinances. 
107 I am severely afflicted; give me life, O LORD, according to your word. 
108 Accept my offerings of praise, O LORD, and teach me your ordinances. 
109 I hold my life in my hand continually, but I do not forget your law. 
110 The wicked have laid a snare for me, but I do not stray from your precepts. 
111 Your decrees are my heritage forever; they are the joy of my heart. 
112 I incline my heart to perform your statutes forever, to the end. 
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SECOND READING – Romans 8:1-11 

1There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. 2For the 
law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of sin and of 

death. 3For God has done what the law, weakened by the flesh, could not do: by 
sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, and to deal with sin, he condemned 

sin in the flesh, 4so that the just requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us, who 
walk not according to the flesh but according to the Spirit. 5For those who live 

according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but those who live 
according to the Spirit set their minds on the things of the Spirit. 6To set the mind on 

the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace. 7For this reason 

the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit to God’s law—
indeed it cannot, 8and those who are in the flesh cannot please God. 

   
9But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells in 

you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. 10But if 
Christ is in you, though the body is dead because of sin, the Spirit is life because of 

righteousness. 11If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he 
who raised Christ from the dead will give life to your mortal bodies also through his 

Spirit that dwells in you. 
 

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God! 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  
 

 

 
 
  

 
 

 
 

 
GOSPEL READING 

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew the 10th chapter.  Glory to you O Lord. 
 

Gospel: Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23 

1That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. 2Such great 

crowds gathered around him that he got into a boat and sat there, while the whole 
crowd stood on the beach. 3And he told them many things in parables, saying: 

“Listen! A sower went out to sow. 4And as he sowed, some seeds fell on the path, and 
the birds came and ate them up. 5Other seeds fell on rocky ground, where they did 

not have much soil, and they sprang up quickly, since they had no depth of soil. 
 6But when the sun rose, they were scorched; and since they had no root, they 

withered away. 
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 7Other seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked them. 8Other 
seeds fell on good soil and brought forth grain, some a hundredfold, some sixty, some 

thirty. 9Let anyone with ears listen!” 
 
18“Hear then the parable of the sower. 19When anyone hears the word of the kingdom 
and does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what is sown in 

the heart; this is what was sown on the path. 20As for what was sown on rocky 
ground, this is the one who hears the word and immediately receives it with joy; 21yet 

such a person has no root, but endures only for a while, and when trouble or 
persecution arises on account of the word, that person immediately falls away. 22As 

for what was sown among thorns, this is the one who hears the word, but the cares of 
the world and the lure of wealth choke the word, and it yields nothing. 23But as for 

what was sown on good soil, this is the one who hears the word and understands it, 
who indeed bears fruit and yields, in one case a hundredfold, in another sixty, and in 

another thirty.” 

 
The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ.   

 
MESSAGE 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY  “Word of God, Come Down on Earth” (pg. 10)  

 

APOSTLES CREED (in unison) 

 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead.  On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of 

saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 

everlasting. Amen. 
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PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
 

Called into unity with one another and the whole creation, let us pray for our shared 

world.  Gracious God, your word has been sown in many ways and places. We pray for 

missionaries and newly planted congregations around the world. Inspire us by their 

witness to the faith we share. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

Creating God, the mountains and hills burst into song and the trees and fields clap 

their hands in praise. We pray for the birds and animals who make their home in the 
trees, and for lands stripped bare by deforestation. Empower us to sustainably use 

what you have given. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

Reigning God, we pray for our nation’s leaders. Increase their desire for justice and 

equality. We pray for our enemies. Bridge the chasms that divide us and guide 

authorities to a deep and lasting peace. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

Abiding God, care for all who are in need. For those who are doubting, renew faith. 

For those who are worrying, provide release. For those who are struggling, ease 

burdens. For those in fear, give hope. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

Renewing God, revive your church in this place. Nourish and nurture the seeds you 
have planted, that we might grow as disciples. Replace what has been depleted. 

Sustain our ministries and deepen relationships with the wider community.           

Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

Eternal God, we give thanks for all who have died. Comfort us in the sure and certain 

hope of the resurrection. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

Receive these prayers, O God, and those too deep for words; through Jesus Christ our 

Lord.  Amen. 

 
THE PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you all.   

And also with you.  (Honk your horns)  

 

 

 

 

 

PLEASE PRAY FOR: Eddie, Carol and Craig, Jim, Phyllis, Don, Lois, Lillian, Denis, Megan and 

Ron, Gertrude, George, Mike, Jennifer, Sue, Tina, Alex, Andrea, Ginger, Karen, Janet, Jacquie, 

Donna, Rachel, Jenn, Andrea, Ginger, Beth, Gustavo, Crosby, Beverley, Mike, Deb, Kathy, 

Carol, Cheryl 
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OFFERTORY SONG 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OFFERING PRAYER 

God, your heart is wide open to us. You have given to us freely and taught us to 

return to you a portion of what we have. Grant us glad and generous hearts, and help 
us be as open to you as you are to us. Help us use your gifts wisely and for the 

benefit of all your people. Amen. 
 

SACRAMENT OF COMMUNION 

 
The Lord be with you.      And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts.      We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.   It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

Blessed are you, O God, whose gift of the Holy Spirit is poured out continuously on all 

creation, watering the seeds of humor and hope, dancing in the pulse of life, blazing 

in the fires of passion. 

 

Blessed is your son, Jesus, who embodied this out-poured Spirit. Fulfilling his promise 

not to leave his followers comfortless, he opened heaven's floodgates, raining down 

gifts in thunder, wind and flame, igniting visions and dreams, and intoxicating young 

and old alike with the longing to proclaim your uncontainable word in praise. 

 

Blessed is our brother Jesus, who comes behind the doors we have closed and 

breathes on our fear his loving peace; 
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In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks. 
Then he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, 

given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup and he blessed it, and gave it for all to drink, 
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for 
the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

  

O God of resurrection and new life: Pour out your Holy Spirit on us and on these gifts 
of bread and wine.  Grace our table with your presence.  Come, Holy Spirit. 

 

Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread. Raise us up as the body of Christ 
for the world. Send us forth, burning with justice, peace, and love.  Come, Holy 

Spirit. 
 

With your holy ones of all times and places, with the earth and all its creatures, with 
sun and moon and stars, we praise you, O God, blessed and holy Trinity, now and 

forever.   Amen. 

 

Lord’s Prayer:     Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom 

come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the 

time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the 

glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 

 

Hold your cups by the rim, life up the thin film covering the wafer.   

“This is the body of Christ…. Given for you”    

 

Still holding the cup by the rim, carefully peel back the second covering until you can 

drink the juice.   

“This is the blood of Christ… Shed for you” 

 

Communion Blessing  

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and fill you with His spirit. 

Amen. 

 

Prayer After Communion 

God of the welcome table, in this meal we have feasted on your goodness and have 

been united by your presence among us. Empower us to go forth sustained by these 

gifts so that we may share your neighborly love with all, through Jesus Christ, the 

giver of abundant life.  Amen.  
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Blessing 

As we leave this place, may the word of God light our path and illumine our way. 

And may God’s Spirit empower us to be a light for others.  In the name of the triune 
God, Creator, (+) Redeemer and Sustainer.  Amen. 

 

Sending Song  “On What Has Now Been Sown”   (p. 11) 

 

Dismissal 

Go in peace. The Spirit sends us forth to serve. 

Thanks be to God. 
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Verses 2,3,4 
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