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PRELUDE 
WELCOME/ANNOUNCEMENTS  

 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, (+) one God, full of compassion and mercy, 
abounding in steadfast love.  Amen. 

 
Trusting God’s promise of forgiveness, let us confess our sin against God and one 

another.  Eternal God our creator, in you we live and move and have our being. 
Look upon us, your children, the work of your hands. Forgive us all our 

offenses, and cleanse us from proud thoughts and empty desires. By your 
grace draw us near to you, our refuge and our strength; through Jesus Christ 

our Lord.  Amen. 
 

Since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ. 

God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit given to us. In the 
mercy of almighty God, Christ died for us while we still were sinners; 

and for his sake, God (+) forgives all our sins.  Amen. 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP 

 

If God is for us, who is against us? 

He who gave us his son, now gives us 

the Spirit’s power! 

The Holy One is in our midst: 

equipping us for life in the service of 

Christ. 

In Christ we are more than conquerors, 

for nothing in creation can separate us 

from the love of God! 

 

 

 

THE GATHERING SONG –  “Great is Thy Faithfulness”    (pg. 9) 

 

THE INVOCATION 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. And also with you.  
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KYRIE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Glory to God in the highest!   And peace to God’s people on earth! 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
God of small seeds and mighty plants, you take our meager lives and with your love 

cause them to produce acts of loving kindness in this world. Help us to joyfully serve 
you all our days, knowing that you are always watching over us. Prepare our hearts to 

receive your word and our spirits to respond in eagerness to serve you. Amen 
 

FIRST READING – Genesis 29:15-28 

After Jacob had stayed with Laban for a month, Laban said to Jacob, “You shouldn’t 
have to work for free just because you are my relative. Tell me what you would like to 

be paid.”  16 Now Laban had two daughters: the older was named Leah and the 

younger Rachel. 17 Leah had delicate eyes,[b] but Rachel had a beautiful figure and 
was good-looking. 18 Jacob loved Rachel and said, “I will work for you for seven years 

for Rachel, your younger daughter.”  19 Laban said, “I’d rather give her to you than to 
another man. Stay with me.”   20 Jacob worked for Rachel for seven years, but it 

seemed like a few days because he loved her. 21 Jacob said to Laban, “The time has 
come. Give me my wife so that I may sleep with her.” 22 So Laban invited all the 

people of that place and prepared a banquet. 23 However, in the evening, he took his 
daughter Leah and brought her to Jacob, and he slept with her. 24 Laban had given his 

servant Zilpah to his daughter Leah as her servant. 25 In the morning, there she was—
Leah! Jacob said to Laban, “What have you done to me? Didn’t I work for you to have 

Rachel? Why did you betray me?”  26 Laban said, “Where we live, we don’t give the 
younger woman before the oldest. 27 Complete the celebratory week with this woman. 

Then I will give[c] you this other woman too for your work, if you work for me seven 
more years.” 28 So that is what Jacob did. He completed the celebratory week with 

this woman, and then Laban gave him his daughter Rachel as his wife.   

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God! 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=genesis+29&version=CEB#fen-CEB-813b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=genesis+29&version=CEB#fen-CEB-823c
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PSALM 105:1-11, 45 

1 O give thanks to the LORD, call on his name, make known his deeds among the 

peoples. 
2 Sing to him, sing praises to him; tell of all his wonderful works. 
3 Glory in his holy name; let the hearts of those who seek the LORD rejoice. 
4 Seek the LORD and his strength; seek his presence continually. 
5 Remember the wonderful works he has done, his miracles, and the judgments he 
has uttered, 
6 O offspring of his servant Abraham, children of Jacob, his chosen ones. 
7 He is the LORD our God; his judgments are in all the earth. 
8 He is mindful of his covenant forever, of the word that he commanded, for a 
thousand generations, 
9 the covenant that he made with Abraham, his sworn promise to Isaac, 
10 which he confirmed to Jacob as a statute, to Israel as an everlasting 

covenant, 
11 saying, “To you I will give the land of Canaan as your portion for an inheritance.” 
45 Praise the Lord! 

 

SECOND READING – Romans 8:26-39 

26The Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as we ought, 

but that very Spirit intercedes with sighs too deep for words. 27And God, who searches 

the heart, knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the 
saints according to the will of God.  28We know that all things work together for good 

for those who love God, who are called according to God’s purpose. 29For those whom 
God foreknew God also predestined to be conformed to the image of the Son of God, 

in order that the Son might be the firstborn within a large family. 30And those whom 
God predestined God also called; and those whom God called God also justified; and 

those whom God justified God also glorified. 

31What then are we to say about these things? If God is for us, who is against 

us? 32The very Son of God was not withheld, but was given up for all of us, will God 
not along with the Son also give us everything else? 33Who will bring any charge 

against God’s elect? It is God who justifies. 34Who is to condemn? It is Christ Jesus, 
who died, yes, who was raised, who is at the right hand of God, who indeed 

intercedes for us. 35Who will separate us from the love of Christ? Will hardship, or 
distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? 36As it is written, 

“For your sake we are being killed all day long; we are accounted as sheep to be 

slaughtered.” 37No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through the one 
who loved us. 38For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, 

nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, 39nor height, nor depth, nor 
anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ 

Jesus our Lord. 

 

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God! 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  
      

 
 

GOSPEL READING 
The Holy Gospel according to Matthew the 13th chapter.  Glory to you O Lord. 

 

Gospel: Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52 

31Jesus put before the crowd another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like a 

mustard seed that someone took and sowed in a field; 32it is the smallest of all the 

seeds, but when it has grown it is the greatest of shrubs and becomes a tree, so that 

the birds of the air come and make nests in its branches.” 

33Jesus told them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a 
woman took and mixed in with three measures of flour until all of it was leavened.  
44“The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which a man found and 
hid; then in his joy he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field. 45“Again, the 

kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine pearls; 46on finding one pearl of 

great value, he went and sold all that he had and bought it. 

47“The kingdom of heaven is also like a net that was thrown into the sea and caught 
fish of every kind; 48when it was full, they drew it ashore, sat down, and put the good 

into baskets but threw out the bad. 49So it will be at the end of the age. The angels 
will come out and separate the evil from the righteous 50and throw them into the 

furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 

51“Have you understood all this?” They answered, “Yes.” 52And Jesus said to them, 

“Therefore every scribe who has been trained for the kingdom of heaven is like a 

householder who brings out of the household treasure what is new and what is old.” 

 

The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ.   
 

MESSAGE 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY   “Seek Ye First”     (pg. 10)  
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APOSTLES CREED (in unison) 

 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  

 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 

Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, 

and was buried; he descended to the dead.  On the third day he rose again; he 

ascended into heaven, is seated at the right hand of the Father, and will come again 

to judge the living and the dead. 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.   

 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 

Confident of your care and helped by the Holy Spirit, we pray for the church, the 

world, and all who are in need. Merciful God, your reign is revealed to us in common 

things: a mustard bush, a woman baking bread, a fishing net. Help your church 

witness to the surprising yet common ways you encounter us in daily life. Lord, in 

your mercy, hear our prayer. 

When your word is opened, it gives light and understanding. Increase our 
understanding and awe of your creation; guide the work of scientists and researchers. 

Treasuring the earth, may we live as grateful and healing caretakers of our home. 
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

As the birds of the air nest in branches of trees, gather the nations of the world into 
the welcoming shade of your merciful reign. Direct leaders of nations to build trust 

with each other and walk in the way of peace. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

Your Spirit helps us in our weakness and intercedes for the saints according to your 
will. Help us when we do not know how to pray. Give comfort to the dying, refuge to 

the weary, justice to those who are oppressed, and healing to the sick, especially 
Lillian.  Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 
You show steadfast love and direct us to ask of you what we need. Help this 

congregation ask boldly for what is most needed. Refresh us with new dreams of 
being your people in this place and time. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 
In you our lives are never lost. Strengthen us by the inspiring witness of your people 

in all times and places. Embolden our witness now and one day gather us with all your 

saints in light. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.   
 

In the certain hope that nothing can separate us from your love, we offer these 

prayers to you; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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THE PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you all.    And also with you.  (Honk your horns)  

 
PLEASE PRAY FOR: Eddie, Carol and Craig, Denis, Megan and Ron, Gertrude, George, Mike, Jennifer, 

Sue, Tina, Alex, Andrea, Ginger, Karen, Janet, Jacquie, Donna, Rachel, Jenn, Andrea, Ginger, Beth, 

Gustavo, Crosby, Beverley, Mike, Deb, Carol, Cheryl, Richard, Lillian 

OFFERTORY SONG 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OFFERING PRAYER 

God of goodness and growth, all creation is yours, and your faithfulness is as firm as 

the heavens. Water and word, wine and bread: these are signs of your abundant 
grace. Nourish us through these gifts, that we might proclaim your steadfast love 

in our communities and in the world, through Jesus Christ, our strength and our song. 
Amen. 

 
SACRAMENT OF COMMUNION 

 

The Lord be with you.      And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts.      We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.   It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

Blessed are you, O God, whose gift of the Holy Spirit is poured out continuously on all 

creation, watering the seeds of humor and hope, dancing in the pulse of life, blazing 

in the fires of passion. 

 

 



7 
 

Blessed is your son, Jesus, who embodied this out-poured Spirit. Fulfilling his promise 

not to leave his followers comfortless, he opened heaven's floodgates, raining down 

gifts in thunder, wind and flame, igniting visions and dreams, and intoxicating young 

and old alike with the longing to proclaim your uncontainable word in praise. 

 

Blessed is our brother Jesus, who comes behind the doors we have closed and 

breathes on our fear his loving peace;   
 
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks. 

Then he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, 
given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup and he blessed it, and gave it for all to drink, 
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for 

the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

  
O God of resurrection and new life: Pour out your Holy Spirit on us and on these gifts 

of bread and wine.  Grace our table with your presence.  Come, Holy Spirit. 
 

Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread. Raise us up as the body of Christ 
for the world. Send us forth, burning with justice, peace, and love.  Come, Holy 

Spirit. 
 

With your holy ones of all times and places, with the earth and all its creatures, with 
sun and moon and stars, we praise you, O God, blessed and holy Trinity, now and 

forever.   Amen. 

 

Lord’s Prayer:     Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, 

your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us 

our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and 

deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and 

forever. Amen. 

Invitation to Communion 

Friends of Jesus, receive nourishment for your journey. 

 

Hold your cups by the rim, life up the thin film covering the wafer.   

“This is the body of Christ…. Given for you”    

 

Still holding the cup by the rim, carefully peel back the second covering until you can drink 

the juice.   

“This is the blood of Christ… Shed for you” 

 

Communion Blessing  

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and fill you with His spirit. 

Amen. 
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Prayer After Communion 

God of the welcome table, in this meal we have feasted on your goodness and have 

been united by your presence among us. Empower us to go forth sustained by these 

gifts so that we may share your neighborly love with all, through Jesus Christ, the 

giver of abundant life.  Amen.  

Blessing 

Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, 
nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to 

separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus. 
 

As we leave this place, may the word of God light our path and illumine our way. 
And may God’s Spirit empower us to be a light for others.  In the name of the triune 

God, Creator, (+) Redeemer and Sustainer.  Amen. 

 

Sending Song   “Be Thou My Vision”      (p. 11) 

 

Dismissal 

Go in peace. Christ is with you.  Thanks be to God. 
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SEEK YE FIRST 
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           (Verses 1-3) 


